
The Smile of Heaven 
Genesis 5:21-24

We all like to please people. We like to put a
smile on their faces. We enjoy the warmth it 
brings us. It's one of those things built into our
DNA.

Children especially want to please people,
particularly their parents and those other 
important adults in their lives. 

My kids do a lot of art work and they like
showing me their latest creations.“ Daddy, come
and see this!” They're full of excitement as they
show me their work of fine art. A painting, a sculpture in clay, a rock with melted crayon all over it. 

It makes these young Picassos smile when their Daddy appreciates their art. It makes their Daddy smile because
they want to share these things with him. It's that closeness of relationship, that intimacy that makes it all so 
special.

We all have this desire for intimacy - to know another person and be known by them, and to want to please 
them. God has programmed it into us.

One way God has provided for this is in marriage, but even that is only a glimpse and a taste of the sort of 
closeness that God has made us to share with him. 

Intimacy with God is not some unattainable goal, not some pipe dream, not something for only the supremely 
enlightened. Ordinary, everyday people find themselves walking in a close, intimate relationship with God. 

One guy like this is Enoch. We've heard his story from our reading this morning.

If you blink while you’re reading your Bibles, you’ll miss him. Enoch has three small cameo appearances in the
pages of God’s history: Genesis, Hebrews, Jude. And a couple of bit parts in Chronicles and Luke. But he tends 
to be overshadowed by the other big name stars who are taking up the limelight. 

He’s no big player, but God saw fit to write in the Bible that “Enoch walked faithfully with God” (NIV)
Enoch has this sort of close relationship with God that we all desire. He has the approval of God. God is 
pleased with him – heaven smiles upon him.

Can we have this closeness with God that this ordinary guy like Enoch has? What do we need to do to please 
him? Can we know that heaven smiles on us as well?

We're going to open Enoch's family album today. We'll see some glimpses of his life from the Bible. And he'll 
lead us towards answers to these questions.

We're going to first look at his close walk with God and move on to see the heart of what makes his walk with 
God possible. We're also going to see that Enoch's life isn't all plain sailing.
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Among the dark days following Adam and Eve’s turning away from God, there are some glimmers of light – 
one of them is Enoch.

He's a 7th generation descendant from Adam, in the line of Seth. It's through his ancestry that the nation of Israel
ultimately emerges and from whom the Lord Jesus comes (Lk 3:37).

Things are pretty crazy in the world around Enoch. Things going from bad to worse. God comes to his rescue 
and snatches Enoch from drowning in the distressing situation of this Godless world. He brings this guy who is 
so near to him, even closer - directly into his presence in heaven.

What a blessing! Only Enoch and Elijah have ever had that privilege of being taken directly into the presence of
God without dying. There must have been something special about God and Enoch’s relationship for this to 
happen. Heaven certainly smiled on Enoch.

What these verses from Genesis highlight is Enoch's walk with God. But what does the Bible mean when it 
talks about walking with God?

We're not just talking about a casual meet up for a stroll down to the shops. The original language denotes 
intimacy, closeness. An intertwined relationship. A relationship of mutual trust. 

God's not interested in superficial things – it's not to tick the boxes: To say the right things in church. Or sing 
some songs. Confess our sins. Do good to others. No. God's after a depth of honest relationship. 

That type of relationship can leave us feeling vulnerable. It can leave us fearful of being hurt - with deep 
wounds should things go wrong. But God's is as solid as a rock – his promises are trustworthy – he never goes 
back on his word. 

The Bible says: “Come near to God and he will come near to you.” (Jas 4:8) and “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” (Heb 13:5). These are promises for us to delight in. 

But closeness means we must really know the other person. God already knows us, inside and out – he has even
counted all the hairs on our heads (Lk 12:7). But how can we know God? Can we have this same closeness with
God that Enoch had?

We know God only as much as he has revealed himself – made himself known to us. He says he has made 
known the mystery of his will (Eph 1:9). Where do we find the mystery of his will revealed to us? 

We find it in the pages of the Bible. Peter says: “we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which 
you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 
rises in your hearts” (2 Pet 1:19) 

This prophetic word, this word of the Bible, he says, is more sure than even the experience of being with Jesus 
on the mount of transfiguration. Through the Bible we come to intimately know our God.

How often do we come near? For Enoch there's the sense of it being an ongoing walk with God - that's what the
original language is on about. The implication is that it's regular meeting, if not constant communion together. 

Regular Bible study and prayer – hearing from and speaking to God - are at the heart of our life of walking 

2 of 5



closely with our God. These are things we should guard and prioritise in our lives.

This morning's reading says: “we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus” (Heb 10:22). 
So the way is open for us to enter the most holy place of the presence of God – to draw close to him in a tight, 
intimate relationship.

Heaven smiles when we are near to God.

In the New Testament the Bible shines more light on the life of Enoch. 

In Hebrews 11 (5) we read: 

By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had 
taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 

God is pleased with Enoch. But the reason why? It all starts with faith. Enoch is praised as one having faith. 
This faith is at the heart of his walk with God.

The verses in Hebrews 11 go on to tell us a little more about this faith:

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Heb 11:6)

Enoch's walking closely with God, and pleasing him, depends on his faith. He knows God is real. He knows 
what God requires of him. Enoch having heaven smile upon him, depends on his faith. We cannot draw near to 
God unless we also have faith.

What is faith? Faith is that unswerving confidence in God. Faith is that childlike dependence. Hebrews (11:1) 
tells us “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Ephesians tells us, faith is 
a gift from God.

Like Enoch, though faith, we can walk in an intimate relationship with God.

Now I'm not trying to tell you that if you walk with God in this way then you'll suddenly be whisked away to 
heaven like Enoch. Or chariots from heaven coming to grab us, as in the story of Elijah's.

Their experience is out of the ordinary and will be different to ours and other Christians. But, we do know our 
final destination will be the same as theirs - at home in our Father’s house in heaven. To always be with the 
Lord (1 Thess 4:17).

How can we trust God with faith like a child? We need to know the person we want to trust. We need to be sure
of the character of that person. We need to know that they're not fickle and changeable, that they can be 
depended upon. The Bible tells us that God is completely trustworthy.

And as we're walking near to God, we know him better and better each day. Our confidence in him grows. Our 
love for him grows. Our dependence on him grows. Our faith is placed securely in him.
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Aren't these words of the well-known hymn the cry of our hearts?

Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

Heaven smiles when we humbly trust God, as we walk closely with him, through faith.

But it isn't all a bed of roses for Enoch. He walks closely with God. His faith is securely in God. But Enoch’s 
walk involves some hard things.

Firstly, the time in which he lives is one of great ungodliness. These are the centuries leading up to the great 
flood, when God sees the excessive violence of people on the planet. And he plans to wipe out everyone, except
Noah and his family. Enoch has to live among  people who hate God, and hate him because of his love for God.

You know what it's like. In your workplace, maybe in a club you belong to, maybe amongst your own relatives 
- there's gossiping and cursing, people slander the name of God. There's chasing after money and pleasure.

They may be kind to your face but talk behind your back - because they know you're a Christian and you have 
these weird beliefs about Jesus. This is where Enoch is – and it's all around him.

As if this isn't difficult enough, living in this environment, he is also a prophet, declaring the word of God to the
people around him. In Jude (14-15) we have Enoch preaching against false teachers. He says: 

“See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to 
convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the 
defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

I bet those words went down well. Like a lead balloon!

I don't think anything's changed. Look around. What is the response if you confront the world with the truth of 
God? 

Our brothers and sisters in Pakistan have just seen more of the carnage when the hatred towards the word of 
God rises up – They're still mourning their loved ones.

Like Enoch, there will be times of difficulty for us, and much trouble will be found when we confront the world
with the truth of the gospel. 

There are plenty of other places where we'll also meet difficulty in life: in relationships, health, financial – the 
list is huge. But God is pleased with us, in amongst these difficulties, when we walk closely with him, with a 
faith that depends on him.

When you come to the end of your own strength, what more can you do? God says: “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” (Prov 3:5-6) God desires us to depend upon him. 

Isn't that what brings delight to us, when our children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews need us. They need our 
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helping hand. When they're little, it's all they can do, to depend on us. Although, it can perhaps be a little hard 
for us to take delight in their dependence on us, when they're 28 and still living at home and wanting more 
clothes washed, and another cash loan.
In facing difficulties we'll also walk the road that Jesus walked. He walked the road to the mountain of the 
skull. He suffered even to death on that cross. He bore the worst treatment at the hands of men. Dying for you 
and me.

In following our Lord Jesus in faith, we shouldn't expect to be exempt from suffering and difficulties. It's par 
for the course. But we are never alone. The God who Enoch walked closely with. Is the same God who draws 
near to us and claims us as his own children, through faith.

We are God's little children - depending on the help of our Heavenly Father in times of difficulty. Heaven 
smiles upon us when we trust God through difficult trials. God is pleased when we walk with him. Walking by 
faith. Walking through difficulties. For there, in the midst of our weakness, God is strong.

We don’t need to be spiritual giants to walk with God. We don’t need to be Moses, Ruth or Paul. Even having a 
fleeting part in the story of God’s salvation - like Enoch - it's enough. 

After all, God’s the producer, director and lead actor, and is the one who will make sure his blockbuster is the 
biggest hit of all time. He’s the one who will clean up all the awards, as is fitting for our great God and Saviour.

Having faith, like Enoch, to trust God and have intimacy with him – this assures us that we are pleasing God -
and heaven smiles upon us, no matter what we face.

Thanks be to God.

Amen
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